
Before t h e  Boaxd of Zoning Adjustment, D ,  C ,  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No, 12126 of Nakiona.1 Savings and T r u s t  Compa.ny, T rus t ee ,  
pursuant  t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.1 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a 
va r i ance  from t h e  park ing  requirements  (Sub-section 7202.1) t o  
p e r m i t  a p u b l i c  h a l l  on the  second (2nd) f loor  i n  the C-3-B D i s t r i c t  
a t  the premises 1610 - 20th  S t r e e t ,  N ,  W .  (Square 93, L o t  7 5 ) .  

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  2 1 ,  1976 
DECISION DATE: May 3,  1976 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  located i n  a. C-3-B D i s t r i c t ,  

2 ,  T h e  p rope r ty  i s  improved w i t h  a three s t o r y  p l u s  basement 
brick s t r u c t u r e ,  T h e  basement and the f i r s t  f l o o r  are  occupied 
by t h e  Chi lde  Harold r e s t a u r a n t .  The r e s t a u r a n t  operates under 
C e r t i f i c a k e  of Occupancy N o ,  B-70594, i s sued  June 20, 1969, which 
l i m i t s  t h e  ca .paci ty  of the  r e s t a u r a n t  t o  less than  74 persons  
per f l o o r ,  

3. The r e s t a u r a n t  has  been o f f e r i n g  l i v e  i n t e r t a i n m e n t  on 
the  f i r s t  f l o o r  f o r  three yea r s .  T h e  en te r t a inmen t  i s  o f f e r e d  only  
du r ing  t h e  evening, A cover  charge is  imposed f o r  t h i s  en te r t a inmen t ,  
According t o  t h e  General License  Law of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia 
( D X ,  Code, T i t l e  47,  S e c t i o n  2320 (c) ) 8 an  es tab l i shment  where 
en te r t a inmen t  is  o f f e r e d  f o r  p r o f i t  o r  g a i n  i s  a. p u b l i c  h a l l ,  

4 ,  N o  park ing  spaces are  r equ i r ed  f o r  the  r e s t a u r a n t  use ,  
s i n c e  it does n o t  c o n t a i n  enough gross f l o o r  a.rea.. Pa.rking f o r  a. 
r e s t a u r a n t  i n  a C-3-B d i s t r i c t  is  r equ i r ed  a t  a ra te  of  one space  
f o r  each 750 squa re  f e e t  i n  excess of 2 ,000 square  f e e t  of  gross 
f l o o r  a.rea., 

5. A p u b l i c  h a l l  r e q u i r e s  one park ing  space for  each t e n  
seats of occupancy c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  lO,OOO seats. Where seats 
a re  n o t  f i x e d ,  each seven squaxe f e e t  of gross f loor  a.rea usa.ble 
f o r  s e a t i n g  s h a l l  be cons idered  one sea . t ,  Thus, one park ing  space 
is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  each 70 square  f e e t ,  or  a. t o t a l  of 14 spaces  fo r  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  s u b j e c t  premises, 

6. The a ,ppl icant  proposes t o  provide  no park ing  spaces, 
r e q u i r i n g  a va r i ance  of a l l  14 r equ i r ed  spaces ,  

7 ,  T h e  s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n g  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1920, pr ior  t o  the  
requirement  t ha . t  park ing  spaces be provided,  
100 per c e n t  of the  l o t ,  

The b u i l d i n g  occupies  
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8. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  surrounded by o t h e r  commercial 
u s e s  f r o n t i n g  on 20th  S t r e e t ,  i nc lud ing  a music shop, o f f i c e s ,  a. 
t r a v e l  agency and a r e s t a .u ran t  and bar. 

9. There i s  a park ing  l o t  l oca t ed  a t  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
20th a.nd H i l l y e r  P lace ,  a.pproximately 40 ya.rds from the s u b j e c t  
p rope r ty .  T h i s  l o t  does have spaces a v a i l a b l e  du r ing  t h e  evening. 

10. T h e  s i t e  is  loca ted  w i t h i n  one block of the en t r ance  t o  
the  f u t u r e  Dupont C i r c l e  Metro S t a t i o n .  

11. The Dupont C i r c l e  C i t i z e n s  Assoc ia t ion  supported t h e  
app1ica.t  ion  . 

12, There w a s  a .ddi t iona1 suppor t  f o r  the  a .pp l i ca t ion  from 
i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d i n g  i n  the immediate area. * 

13. There w a s  no oppos i t i on  t o  the  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N  

T h e  Boa.rd concludes t h a t  the reques ted  va r i ance  i s  an area. 
va r i ance ,  t h e  gramting of which requires the showing of a. p r a c t i c a l  
d i f f i c u l t y .  T h e  Boa.rd concludes t h a t  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
occupies  100 p e r c e n t  of the  l o t  does create such a d i f f i c u l t y .  
T h e  Board concludes t h a t  the u s e  i s  compatible  w i t h  other existing 
commercia.1 uses  i n  the area, t h a t  adequate  park ing  is a .va i lab le  
w i t h i n  the v i c i n i t y ,  t h a t  the  s i t e  is  and w i l l  be w e l l  se rved  by 
mass t r a n s i t ,  a.nd tha. t  t h e r e p w i l l  be no adverse  a f fec t  on a d j o i n i n g  or  
neighboring p rope r ty .  I t  is  t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED tha. t  the app l i ca . t i on  
be GRANTED. 

VOTE 

3-0 (Leonard L, McCants, W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, and Ruby B. M c Z i e r  
t o  g r a n t ,  L i l l a .  Burt  Cummings,Esq. and Wil1ia.m S o  Harps 
not  vo t ing ,  no t  having heard the  case )  
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BY ORDER OF THE D, C, BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTJYENT 

ATTESTED By:  k g -  k 
STEVEN E. SHER, A c t i n g  
Secretary t o  the B o a r d  

JU N 4: 1976 F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


